Medical Cannabis Authorization


Dear Prospective Patient,
The following will add some clarity about whether you qualify for a Medical Cannabis Authorization.  PLEASE READ THOUROUGHLY.


Qualifying
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 61.51A.10 and SB 5052) defines who is a qualifying patient and what are qualifying medical conditions.
"Qualifying patient" means a person who

(a)(i) Is a patient of a health care professional;

(ii) Has been diagnosed by that health care professional as having a terminal or debilitating medical condition;

(iii) Is a resident of the state of Washington at the time of such diagnosis;

(iv) Has been advised by that health care professional about the risks and benefits of the medical use of marijuana; and 

(v) Has been advised by that health care professional that they may benefit from the medical use of marijuana;

(vi)(A) Has an authorization from his or her health care professional; or

(B) Beginning July 1, 2016, has been entered into the medical marijuana authorization database and has been provided a recognition card; and

(vii) Is otherwise in compliance with the terms and conditions established in this chapter.

(b) "Qualifying patient" does not include a person who is actively being supervised for a criminal conviction by a corrections agency or department that has determined that the terms of this chapter are inconsistent with and contrary to his or her supervision and all related processes and procedures related to that supervision.
"Terminal or debilitating medical condition" means a condition severe enough to significantly interfere with the patient's activities of daily living and ability to function, which can be objectively assessed and evaluated and limited to the following:

(a) Cancer, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), multiple sclerosis, epilepsy or other seizure disorder, or spasticity disorders;

(b) Intractable pain, limited for the purpose of this chapter to mean pain unrelieved by standard medical treatments and medications;

(c) Glaucoma, either acute or chronic, limited for the purpose of this chapter to mean increased intraocular pressure unrelieved by standard treatments and medications; 

(d) Crohn's disease with debilitating symptoms unrelieved by standard treatments or medications;

(e) Hepatitis C with debilitating nausea or intractable pain unrelieved by standard treatments or medications;

(f) Diseases, including anorexia, which result in nausea, vomiting, wasting, appetite loss, cramping, seizures, muscle spasms, or spasticity, when these symptoms are unrelieved by standard treatments or medications; 

(g) Posttraumatic stress disorder; or

(h) Traumatic brain injury


Current Legal Action

If you are currently on parole/probation or are awaiting hearing/trial, I will not provide you with a medical cannabis authorization.  Failure to disclose this information to me before you obtain your authorization will render it null and void.

If you wish to discuss this with Dr. de Jong you will need to schedule an appointment. 360-734-9500

These are related statements from the law enacted April of 2015:

“Nothing in this chapter diminishes the authority of correctional agencies and departments, including local governments or jails, to establish a procedure for determining when the use of marijuana would impact community safety or the effective supervision of those on active supervision for a criminal conviction, nor does it create the right to any accommodation of any medical use of marijuana in any correctional facility or jail.”

“"Qualifying patient" does not include a person who is actively being supervised for a criminal conviction by a corrections agency or department that has determined that the terms of this chapter are inconsistent with and contrary to his or her supervision and all related processes and procedures related to that supervision.”



Obtaining Records
Once you have confirmed that you meet the criteria above, to qualify for a Medical Cannabis Authorization it is necessary to be supported by records from medical providers.  These records may include:

· Physician Chart Notes

· Prescription Information

· Lab Results

· Imaging Reports

The medical records do not need to be exhaustive and we prefer that they are kept to what is pertinent.  
A rule of thumb is:

· Records from your last 3-4 (more if necessary) visits that address the complaint and establish it as chronic and resistant to conventional therapy and also

· The most recent relevant lab results and imaging reports if applicable and
· Prescription information if any

To obtain your medical records, please stop by our office and fill out an Authorization to Request Medical Information form(s).  Please have the names and contact information for your medical providers.  Please also provide the date range that we will need to request to achieve the above “rule of thumb”.  We will fax the request(s) on your behalf. Once I have your records, I will review them and we will call you to schedule an appointment.  You may also request your records directly from your providers.
If you have your records already, please discuss this with Dr. de Jong.
It is also important you understand that even though you have a medical condition, medical records and have made an appointment to discuss a Medical Cannabis Authorization; this does not guarantee that I will authorize it.  Qualification is established by the nature of the condition, diagnosis of the condition, treatment and response to treatment and my medical interpretation.

As a physician it is my duty to the best of my ability to ensure my patient’s safety and I take this very seriously.  I also take my profession as a Naturopathic Physician seriously.  I do NOT operate a “Medical Marijuana Clinic”.  If you are not serious about addressing the underlying cause(s) of your condition and exploring possible naturopathic treatment options, we are not your clinic.  


Fraud

If you are seeking a Medical Cannabis Authorization for non-medical purposes we ask that you DO NOT come to our clinic.  Fraudulently seeking authorization may have the following consequences:

· Puts you at risk for legal action

· Puts my clinic at risk for legal action

· Jeopardizes my medical license and ability to work to support my family

· Puts my clinic’s ability to help others who would benefit from authorization at risk

We strongly ask that you DO NOT seek fraudulent authorization from our clinic.



Cost

It is my experience that the first time you visit my clinic for a Medical Cannabis Authorization it takes approximately 1 hour to thoroughly discuss your condition, perform physical exams, review records, and establish treatment options.  We generally code this as a standard 99204 office visit.  This is the same code we use for any other patient requiring similar attention.  Payment of $166 is due at the time of service and this represents a discount of 20% that we offer all out-of-pocket paying patients.  After your first visit to our clinic renewals are typically $108 and this also reflects the discount.


More Information

I encourage you to visit the Washington State Department of Health online: 
· Medical Cannabis Webpage
· Original Medical Cannabis Law (Chapter 69.51A RCW)
· Amendment to the Original Law (Senate Bill 5073)
· New April 2015 Medical Marijuana Law (Senate Bill 5052)

Sincerely,

Paul de Jong, ND

Northwestern Clinic of Naturopathic Medicine

1903 D Street

Bellingham, WA 98225    
Ph: 360-734-9500

Fax: 360-734-0867 (if more than 10 pages please mail)
Email: dr.pauldejong@gmail.com
Last Updated: 07-16-15

